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SOURCE A member of the|crew of an Italian vesscl which visited Gdynia and Gdansk,
Poland., Ke was ‘ﬁincere and coopera*ive at the interview. He‘was anp&rently

T‘ell 1nrormed and did not appear to be henitant in answering question‘s.
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1. Ship's Itinerary ;

Port Dates 3 Curgo

Kossier 31 Oct 53 } --
Bues & Nov 53 P i
Port Baid 3 lov 53 n 1
Gdansk 21 Nov 53 - 1 Dac 53|  In--phosphete |
| ‘ || Out--in ballast !
Gdynia | 1-3 Dec 53 ‘ | In--in ballest ;

| L1 Dut-ecosl | |
Oivitaveochia | 25 Dec 53 | |
Naples 11 Jan S5k 1

2. Becurity Measures and Pilotage ‘ ‘

\
Ilni'omnt'a ahip‘ ploked up a pilot and dootormt a buoy looated nmoximtoly

miles ounuu‘ v avom Wimnsk, Lhe pidve uuu doctor were put on bocurd by a

pilot bont. 'I'herlhip then procesded up the Woichsel River, f.nally tyins wp

at & dock :Locatef. on the southeast side of Dor Holn Island. ‘

l

3. The ship wn tho‘n boarded by a sesrching party composed of trom 50 to‘loo
perlona in unitoz'm, the membexrs of which wore referrsd to by the informant an
polico. Five or six members of the party were officers armed ‘v:!.th rnvol'nz'l.
Wuds with mchine fguas were atationed on tha dock adjacent to the mip.
During the‘ ueaz-ch, the crew was requirad to|atay in their quo.rtcrn. The ship's
agent came on board with the police and talkod businesgs with tho captain during

the uarch‘ vhich vas completed in upproximtoly six hours. After '!:Mt,
T ‘ ‘ U, 8. 0fflclals only ;
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passes To the craw were innurd in duplicate - one to the crew member and one
to the police ashore. Shlére li'berty wes unreutricted and those going ashore
cculd come and go as they‘- pleaaed as 1ona‘as the, Ldentiried themselves with
the prover passes. There were no unusual: incidenm, and nore of the crew
encountered eny trouble ashore. Members of the crew later stated that tkere
was nothing to do ashore ‘except to drink and du.nce.

The guards and members of the searching party rei‘used offers of cigarettes and
liquor. Informant stated‘ ‘they would probaoly have taken both if unobserved.
A1l persons goirg eboard | or go-ng eshore vere required to have passes,
including the egent, If . rone remained on board [too long, the Security

Guard made note of it in ‘h.ia log. The only exception to this procedure was
the Italian Consul, who was permitted to go on buard and stay As long as he
liked. Informant *emarked\ tlut the gua.rds and police were all very young,
most of them being between 20 and 25. years of age J | The pilot who brought the
ship into Gdansk was between 1&0 apd 50 years old. Infomant observed mauy
women soldiers in the aret‘;‘, those or gua:rd duty carrying side arms.

The informent was impreseed with the numeroua guarda on dut— in the area. For
exemple, a guard armed with a.n automatic weapon was stationed on each c—ane;
also every tug board had ‘two guards on board. While the ship was tied up at
the dock, two soldiers with‘ automatic vanpona stood gua.rd duty on board.

Gdnnzk a aeu-ching part}" again came on board and
cxamination. 'I’hey appeared to be particularly looking

Just before the ship left
made a thorough security
for atowaways.

The security procedures in efrect at Gdynia were similar to those at Gdansk.

Port Facilities I |

\ i
Informant stated there wa‘n an acute -hortase ot 1 ‘bor at both porte. The

informant accounted for t)iis by stating that therq vere 50 many Goveraneat
spics and so many soldiern\ and guards th.% there were not enuugh people to work.
He estinated that for every one person working » thez-e were two or three persons
"looking after him." H‘ | ; \ |

i |
The workers received npprloximtely 30 zlotyu a dn‘y. Ivufornant considered
then to be very inefficic‘z‘iﬁ, since it toox 10 days ‘to unload the 10 thousand
tons of phosphate fertilizer. @ At every oppnrtunity the workers begged for
food and cigarettes. \‘ : | |

} i \
Informant stated that there wan conaidera‘ble activity in both ports. He noted
incoming cargoes of ferti‘lizer, lumber and ore. He observed no cement or fuel
oil, However, informant wba advised locally that ‘a‘ considerable number of
oil tankers were coming iz‘:‘ at varioun timeu from Constanta :.nd the Black Sea.
During the ten-day reriod ‘mentioncd abovc, the unl‘onding of the fertilizer
continued day end night. ' |The electric crapes in Gdansk, vhich appeared to be
014 German equipment, had‘ \a cupacity of approximntely five or six tons each.
Thev were in good condition and there were no bz-enkdom The phosphate
fertilizer was discharged diractly into railroad carn on the dock. Inforuent
was advlsed that this fcr‘tilizer traffic was bound, for Czechoslovakia. There
appeared to be a shortage \of railroad c‘:rn which delayed the unloading some-
what, Only a few truckn vore o‘buervod in the dock area.

Ships Observed ‘ 3 | |
Informant stated tha* a 191; of, general cargo in Gdannk is bound for the Eant,
Cn the east branch of the }Southeant Welchsel Riven ,|informant observed a UK
aerchant ship loading conl‘. A freighter near it (\ident‘ ¢ty unknown) was
discharging lumber. w
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Near the mouth of the Weichsel River informant observed a small Soviet tug
boat, which apparently was 2 mode‘rn type.
Approximately 1,500 yards east of Basin No. 10 at Gdynia, informant observed
a Monitor guard ship on 'station. | Informant seid this was a "m-ther ship" for
the various patrol cre.ft policing the ares. :

| | |
Informant'e ship, on entering Gdynia, tled up on the north eide of the Swedish
Quay to load coal. At pne same quuy due east of the shin. a UK Tiberty suip
vas also teking on coal. Due wea;t o” informant's ship, a small ship, identity
unknown, was tied up. Informant Observed another small ship, identily
unknown, taking oa coal ion the north side of the French Quay.
Informent observed nc naval shipa‘ at either Gdynia or Gdansk. He also
observed nc submarines at either port.

|
General Conditiors | ‘
\
The informant, during hi‘s stay a.t‘ Gdansk, went ashore twice, once during the
day and once 1n the evening. He stated that Gdansk is in & "terrible
condition," everything having been destroyed during World War II and nothing left.
He obaerved no rebuilding or conatrneuon in prograas. Pricos wores exordivant.
For example, he saw a quart of ouvo oil in a etore window for ocle at
US$150., During the period of his visit he observed only one airplane,

apparently a small civilian type, {ihich flew overhead.

\ ‘ i
In general, living conditiona in both ports were intolerable. The towns
were desolate with no trafric on the streets and no merchandise for sale
in the shops. Intormunt observed‘ only a few cld motor cars. He was advised
that even the ship's agept was not permitted to own one.
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756.5k 1 55M
756.545 55M
756.543 55M
156.571 22M(PM)
756.54 | 55M
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